I. Introduction
The doctrine and case law on expropriation in international investment law is not fully settled even though a large amount of literature has been written on this topic in the past several decades. A variety of factors have led to uncertainty such as the diversity of interest between capital importing and exporting States, divergence in legal, economic and cultural concepts of property rights and, importantly, the regulatory role and function of the State in cross-border investment activities. 'Expropriation' is a critically important issue in Chinese Bilateral Investment Treaties ("BITs"). 
